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SWB will ask students to write about 
someone they know who worked hard 
and, as a result, got ahead.  

discussion: of SWBs and discuss what 
people thought the phrases “work hard” 
and “get ahead” really mean. 
group activity: when is it okay to lie.   
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SW2: written in class, will ask students 
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voice in  Henrietta Lacks. 
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Group 1: Johns Hopkins was a terribly racist institution. 

 

Group 2: For the time, Hopkins was less racist than most 

institutions. 

 

Group 3: The good that Hopkins did for the poor far 

outweighed any harm they did. 

 

Group 4: The medical research Hopkins did was more 

important than their racist treatment of their patients. 
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encourages deeper thinking. 
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about someone they know who worked 
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weaknesses of several examples of SWC 
discussion: previewing and predicting 
Henrietta Lacks.  Also, a discussion of 
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 group activity: discuss the first 48 pages 

of  Henrietta Lacks.  
discussion: Paper 1, which asks students 
to discuss this statement: “It has often 
been said that, in America, if you work 
hard, you’ll get ahead.” 

SWD, written in class, will ask students 
to write a summary of a six-page 
selection from  Henrietta Lacks.  We’ll 
then talk about these as a group 
comparing the differences among them.  



Generally, how do you organize your syllabus for a semester-long 
developmental writing course? 
The Hewlett Group         N= 11 
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What is the place of the five-paragraph essay in your 
developmental writing course(s)? 
Hewlett Group         N= 8 
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What is the place of the five-paragraph essay in your 
developmental writing course(s)? 
Cumulative                           N = 27 
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What is the place of the rhetorical modes in your 
developmental writing course(s)?    Hewlett Group  N = 9 
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