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COMMUNITY COLLEGE FACULTY INVEST TIME, ENERGY  
INTO BETTER ONLINE TEACHING 

Goal Is More Engaging Classes 
 
COLUMBUS, OH – Community college teachers across Ohio will hone their online 
teaching skills in 2021 through a 25-week course focused on online college instruction, 
thanks to a collaboration between the Ohio Association of Community Colleges (OACC) 
and the Association of College and University Educators (ACUE). 

 
Beginning the week of Jan. 11, 168 faculty members from 22 Ohio community colleges 
will dive into the course, Effective Online Teaching Practices, through which faculty 
learn about and implement a comprehensive body of evidence-based teaching practices 
shown to improve student achievement and close equity gaps. ACUE programs in 
effective teaching practices are based on more than three decades of research that 
demonstrates effective teaching improves learning for all students. 
 
“Our mission is to support Ohio’s community colleges, ensure students get the 
education they need to ensure rewarding, successful future careers,” said Laura Rittner, 
executive director of the Success Center for Ohio Community Colleges. "To that end, 
we face an urgent need to prepare our faculty through professional development in 
online instruction. The response to our call for program applications was so strong that 
we expanded the program to offer more seats.” 

 
The opportunity is offered free of charge to faculty through a partnership between 
ACUE, the nonprofit Achieving the Dream, and the OACC’s Success Center. 
 
“It’s an honor to be able to partner with the Ohio Association of Community Colleges 
and help faculty strengthen their online teaching skills,” said Jonathan Gyurko, president 
and co-founder of ACUE. “Together with the Success Center, we’re helping college 
students persist and engage in their studies, learn more deeply and graduate fully 
prepared for rewarding careers and meaningful lives.” 
 
Equity-promoting teaching practices are among the hundreds of recommended 
approaches that faculty learn about and develop in ACUE courses, as demonstrated in 
ACUE’s Inclusive and Equitable Teaching Curriculum Crosswalk. 

https://acue.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/ACUE_Inclusive_Equitable_Teaching_Crosswalk_singlepage_110320-1.pdf


Jack Hershey, president and chief executive officer of the OACC, said the training will 
teach faculty ways to keep their online courses fresh, interesting and impactful by using 
technology and other resources. Each participant will be part of a faculty learning 
community sharing experiences, learning from each other and bouncing ideas off of one 
another during the course.  
 
Faculty will be teaching classes at their colleges while taking the course, so they can 
use what they learn immediately. Those who complete the program requirements will 
earn the ACUE Certificate in Effective College Instruction, awarded in collaboration with 
the American Council on Education (ACE).  
 
“We are working hard to better engage students in their learning and to level the playing 
field to close equity gaps among Ohio students,” Hershey said. “Offering this course to 
faculty is one more way to do that.”  
 
Since 2012, the Success Center has been a leading member of the Student Success 
Center Network (SSCN). Managed by Jobs for the Future, the SSCN works to scale 
proven practices to help more students earn credentials that lead to good jobs. The 
Success Center’s partnership with ACUE is offered as part of the Every Learner 
Everywhere (ELE) initiative and was made possible by Achieving the Dream (ATD), an 
ELE network partner.  
 
The OACC represents the presidents and trustees of the state’s 23 public two-year 
institutions that work to advance community colleges through policy advocacy and 
professional development.  For more information, please 
visit www.OhioCommunityColleges.Org. 

 
The Association of College and University Educators (ACUE) promotes student success 
through quality instruction. In partnership with colleges, universities, higher education 
systems and associations, ACUE prepares and credentials faculty in the evidence-
based teaching practices that improve student achievement and close equity gaps. 
Numerous and independently validated efficacy studies confirm that students are more 
engaged, learn more, and complete courses in greater numbers—more equitably with 
their peers—when taught by ACUE-credentialed faculty. ACUE’s online, cohort-based 
credentialing programs are delivered through institutional partnerships and open 
enrollment courses endorsed by the American Council on Education. To learn more, 
visit www.acue.org.  
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